Hematopoietic stem cell transplantation in Europe. Differences between Eastern and Western countries.
Hemopoietic stem cell transplantation (HSCT) is increasingly used worldwide. The geographical distribution of this procedure is not homogenous within a particular continent. We have previously reviewed these differences in the use of bone marrow transplant in Europe, and in two reports we emphasized the economical reasons explaining these differences. The increasing demand for this high cost procedure represents a challenge for health care institutions. While patients need an optimal therapy, public health is confronted with limited resources. Information on changes in HSCT technology and on factors associated with its utilization might be of help. Insights into mechanisms of HSCT use are essential for rational decision making.